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BANDTSBACKI 

Empire Pictures’ upcoming exploitation 
roster Includes Collar Dweller, directed ty 
John (Troll) Buechler.Creepoaolds.Shonllee 
II (arghl ), directed by Albert Band, The Imp, 
Spellcaeter.SlBTs Girls Prom Beyond Infini- 
ty, Tranofoniationa.RoboJoi, directed by 
Stuart (Re-Ani»ator) Gordon, and Pulse Poun- 
ders, Thla last iiioTle,now In production, 
sounds worth a look. Back In the director’s 
chair la the Smparor himself .Charles Band, 
who’s time travel plc.Trancera.was a real- 
ly neat cooHnatlon of Terminator and Blad- 
erunner, mixed nicely together with a 
huBorous aorlpt. Hopefully, Band will be 
able to Instil soma of the same directori- 
al warre into this compilation fllm(there 
are three tales In total). Interestingly, 
one of the stories is a follow-up to 
Trancars, starring Tlm{Zone Troopers)Thome- 
rson,reprl8liB his role as Jack Deth. The 
Pulse Pounders cast also Includes the 
Re-Animator duo, teamed up yet agalnsBarba- 
ra Crsmpton and Jeffrey ConbsCwho can be 
seen in tI««leo Cyclone at the moment). 

CANNONFODDER 

Death Wish IV Is lined up for release 
but, unlike it's predecessors, this one 
is directed by J.Lee Thompson and not 
Bichael Ilnner<good ) . 

Gor, another Cannon produced movie, may 
turn out to be worth catching If it's 
baaad on tbe(rather Bexist)8word and sorc- 
•ry Gor nouAs by John Norman, John(Bud) 
Cardos' Cannon flick could be linked to 
the novels too , titled, as it is, Outlaw Cf 
Gor. 

Chuck Norris' third 'Sam exploiter, 
BraddockiHlsslng In Action III.U aet for 
an '88 release, probably delayed due to 
the unfortunate death of s etuntiasn 
during filming. 

Too Much, the aptly named Cannon robot 
tale, seems aimed to tap the sane audience 
vhioh Short Circuit attracted. 

The story, written by the movie's director 
Sric Roohat,is a shallow one concerning a 
young girl’s adventures with a prototype 
robot in Tokyo. It's not supposed to be much 
cop, and if it is patterned after Short 
Circuit I'm not surprised. 


WIU.WIILOW 

WU? 

The latest Lucasfilm production, Willow, 
Jrected by Ron(CoecooD)Howard,wlll have 
location footage shot in New Zeeland, and, 
oloeer to home, Wales, 

I’m afraid thatl Just can't help wondsr- 
Ing if this multl-mlllim dollar productl- 
on(a lot of the cash going Into the prosth- 
etic make-up and anlmatronlcs for the 
ereaturea I #xpect>wlll be worth the effo- 
rt,As with Legend, this is a tale of a 
magical lend peopled by fantastlo orltte- 
re and dwarfe etc. The question Is; will 

the (probably sugary nica]look of the 
aoTle?l'n Inclined to think that, like 
the tree It'a named after, Willow will 
probably be as limp as Labyrinth and Lege- 
nd before It, Plus, the director doesn't 
exactly fill me with confidence either. 

NEW WORLD’S 
BLOSSOMS AND 
VEGETABLES 

The appropristely named Jeffrey Bloom 
is the director of Now World Pictures' 
adaption of Virginia Andrews' Plowers In 
The Attic. Wes Craven had been elated to 
make thla psychological drams hut, after 
Deadly Prlsnd, perhaps it's for the beet 
se the more subtle emotions aren't Wes' 
forte.lt should be out In the states by 

Those vlBCious veg sre back In John Ds 
Bello's Return Of The Killer Tomatoes. 

Also on the attack for New World is 
Invasion Earth;The Aliens Are Here. This 
SP movie will be assaulting the yanks 
from oetobsr. 

TASTEFULTROMA 

Troma's highbrow output continues, take a 
look at these titles; Curse Of The Cannib- 
al Confederates, I Was A Teenage TV Terror- 
ist, Demented Death Perm Haseacre , eo-dlrec- ^ 


MOREOLENRAY 

Pr«d Olen Ray is rasking two films for 
American Independent Productions; The 
Phantom Empire and Chainsaw Hookers. Rslea 

YETMOREOLEN 

RAY 


SCORPION HALT 

Uarner Brother*' mercenarles-wersum- 
guerrillas exploiter >Eed Scorpion, has run 
into delays as Swaziland, uhere the location 
footage was to be shot, has decldsd to 
prevent the filming. 

The probable reason for the banning ie 
that Swaziland has recently wltnesaed the 
killing of African National Congress 
guerrilas within it's borders and is 
somewhat sensitiva to the movie’s aibjcet 


rer mind mate, I'm sure ana'll turn up. 

CLONE WARS 


star Slanmier(Prlaon 
od by...yup! it's to h 
Olen Ray, for Worldwide 
with the two rilcke me 
release date is unknow 


Ship]la to t 
be helmed by 




int.As 
re , the 


AMA7DN 
WOMEN MFO. 


Universal Pictures ' Amazon Women On The 
Moon has been directed by, wait for it... 
John Landis, Joe Lante.Carl Sottliab, 
Robert K.Welas and Pater Korton. Let's 


The titular(paTdon the pun)story contains 
purposefully bad effects such as clearly 
visible wires supporting the planets and 
spaceshipe.No such support will be needed, 1 
expect, for the lead Amazon,Bybil Hanning. 
Another segment in the movie, entitled Son 
Of The Invisible Han,haB the famous 
character's offspring running around nude.. 
...only he isn't invisible. 

Another two Universal productlona of 
Interest are John Carpenter's Prince Of 
Harknaes end, set for 'SB, Serpent and the 
Rainbow, to be made by Wes Craven. 


PARENTS 


Bandy(The MraithjQuaid stars in Vestrc 
production, Parsnta, a horror film bsing 
helmed by Bob Balaban. 

Veatron have aleo acquired two other 
horror flieksiThe Unholy and Wax Vorks. 


Still wondering whether or not the 
fourth Star Wars movie is actually being 
considered? Well, here's a little snippet 

tbs fantasy artist Crsmamber his Heavy 
Betal film po8ter?)ia reported to be 

for the movie. Hopefully, he won't be 
called upon to draw a new range of cuddly 
teddy aliens to out-cute those abominaola 
Ewoks. 


VIDEO DEAD 

e's the artwork for an upcomln 



■lease. The f. 
illy shitty,' 


probably be 


Har:ey(Black Boon RlalngJCokllsB Is 
making The Dream Demon for Palace Pictur- 
es, whilst Jeff(SquIrm)LiBberman Is direc- 
ting a film entitled Remote Control for 
Hew Century/Vista. 

Hanna play a gameTNew Star Entertainment 
are bringing us a new one to have a go at; 
Hide And Go Shriek. They' 11 play anything in 


GUNGHO! 

MILirARKnciOUGHGUYMOVIES 


If 7DU thought that this article was 
gelog to slag off that noch nellgcad stub 
genra of exploitation fllis:tiie ailltaj-lst- 
Ic tough guf novle,;ou'd be wrong. 

Tor a start, It'e beeoae the etepted 
thing to talce the piss out of the latest 
Norri Bor Schwarts aagger offerings (admitted- 
ly Sorrls* latest, Plrewallcer, Isn't suppos- 
ed to be much cop, hut it doesn't belong to 
the group of films under dleeussion 
anyway). 

Perhaps the most crltisiaed and notorio- 
us of these films is RaabotPlrst Blood 
Fart II, which did very well at the hox 
office, attained coverage in all the papers 
and wae generally panned by the critics 
(cot to mention reclevlng much derision 
from genre fans everywhere). 

Personally,! find Stallone's aecond 
outing ae John J.Rambo much too straight- 
faced for it's own good, and nowhere near 
ae good ay First Blood. But, it does oonts- 
in groat, over the top(novel movie title, 
don't you think?)action sequences, such as 


Stallone avoiding a napalm attack hy 
laaplng off a waterfall or the fight on 
the Tietnasiese boat ae a burning gunahip 
floats towarde a fiery collision, And the 
torture scene le done with real axploitl- 
ve rolish;the red-hot knife blade siloing 
a Bkln-siszling cut down our hero'e cheek 
for inetanoe. 

If you watch tbs film on a comic atrip, 
larger than life, pop violence level it's 
quite enjoyable. And ae for the ultra- 
patriotic stance people hold against it, 
remember thisiafter daaling with the 
Russians and Vletnaeiesa.be THEN kicks a 
few American butte for good measure. If 
the producers had adhered mors to James 
Canieron'e initial script ideas Rambo 
could've been a really top notch film 
rather than the efficient actloner it 
turned out to be. 

How then, before Stalloce blew away half 

nars of war.aoniaoae had already starred 
as such a savlouriyes ,you guassed it'..,. 



Chuck Sorrlal 

Hlaalng In Action, whilst no clsssle, 
■nd* ODOush Bonajr to spawn s aueh bettar 
stqual, Kissing In Action Il;Ths Beginning 
(original title, huh?). 

This raoTle has a Vletnaseae baddie who 
does THAT many dastardly things to his 
prisoners he HAS to got his lumps by the 
and of the flick, he just has to.Ofcourss, 
with Norris as the nain H.I.A .you know 
that your feelings of righteous uengoance 
will be satiated eventually . But , before 
this, poor ol' Chuck has to andure such 
tortures as Having a bag tied over Us 
head whllsthanging upside down from a 
tree. The bag, not too surprl singly , contai- 
ns a TlBoious, starving rat. Chuck swings 
about a little and blood stains the outsi- 
de of the undulating beg. The Vletnoceae 
remove It end. .. well , you can guess who's 
biting who's neck. 

Critics moan about movies which uss a 
earlss of such dagredations,lllce the one 
described aboved thought that the rat 
scene was really funny myself .hilarious) , 
to justify the vengeance at the finish of 
the storyCas in the Death Wish trilogy). 
But, damn It, if the film manages to create 

oyment as the screen baddie finally gets 
kicked, punched, and blown to bits, or whate- 
ver)ttu>n it achieves a lot more than many 
pedestrian, bland celluloid offerlnge ever 
do. 

movie, Invasion USA, Involved a large group 
of well armed Soviet terrorists attempti- 
ng to cause civil collapse In tbs heart 
of America. With Norris toting twin Usl's 
(and taking tliia out to watch Sorth Versus 
Ths Plying Ssucersja Harryhausen fanl?)ha 
srradicates the scum, uttering some great 
lines betora blowing 'em away. As per 
usual, ths mein villian gsts to be on the 
rsolsvlng end of some karats kicks bsfors 
a bazooka sands him on bis marry way(n) 
out of a window. 

Invasion USA la much more fun than 
Kilius' similar Rad Dawn, mainly because 
of the use of stylised dialogue througho- 
ut the Btory(B.g Terrorists attempt to 
blow-up a church. CllekrTbe plunger is 
pressed and nothing happens, Then, above 
them, Norris appears holding ths bomb. Thro- 
wing It down to theia.ha retains hold of 
the detonation wires he'd cut. "Didn't 
work,huh?"He asks, "How It will. "Re touch- 
es the wires together and, of courae.ths 
explosive goes off. So cooll) 

Another pic to use well timed dialogue 
to good effect was Schwarsenegger's 
Cosmando. Added to this was Rae Dawn Chongk 
character, who's humorous chat constantly 
dorldSB ths would-bs tough guy stance of 
the fllmtl just don't believe this macho 


tullshltt'Shs ezelalBS at one point). So, 
froB the start, you'rs aware that you 
shouldn't take this weapon-laden ravsngs 
epic too Barlously(unllke tbs po-facsd 
RsBbo) .Hence, when Schwarzenegger runs 
about the explosion tom villa at the 
ollBax you don't get too plclQ’ over ths 
fact that ha nanages to wipe out an enti- 
re ialand single-handedly .knold Isn't 
the world's most eccoapllshed actor but, 
as long as bs appears In fllDs such as 
this and ths S? smash, The TerBlnstor,hc'a 
assured of a faithful following. (It 's 
interaating to note that his latest 
release, Predator, merges SP and mllltorlat- 
ie exploiter Into one movie, will It 
work? ) 



It would've been neat to involve Charles 
Bronson In this discussion but he hasn't 
been in anything too overtly mllltia- 
oriented, although there wae a fair share 
of weaponery In Death Wish III. (You would 
have to go back to hls more Bslnstreen 
movies, Ilka The Dirty Dozen). He's also 
not quite as physical as tbs other three 
actors already mentlonedian important 
factor In most of these films is muecls 

Another point worth noting Is that, even 
If it does contain secondary characters, 
the military hardman pic should lean 
heavily on the central, unbreakable aain 
hero. Platoon, for inatance.lB a Duch sore 
realistic enterprise, which doesn't depend 
solely upon Charlie Sheen to carry the 
whole 8tory.lt Isn't exploitation anyway, 
and neither is Eamburger Hlll(tbough it 
does contain some splatter effeets)lvhllst 
Heartbreak Ridge, even though it does 
cover the events of an actual conflict. 

Is okay attitude, But this story is also a 
gettlng-the-raw-recrults-into-shapa movie 
with the green marinas having a fare slice 
of the scenes. Thus, I'd not really class 
Clint's release, though he certainly ie a 
hard son of a bitch in it, as a bonsflde 
mllltariatlc tough guy exploiter(let ' # 


>t oikrltBl 


faoa It, would 7 bu find seanaB o 
strife in Rasibo?). 

finalIj,deBplta the elaia at tha atsrt, 
wa do DOW roBoh the part whera we have b 
go Bt one araa of this gonre:the rip-offs. 
Of oouraa , nan; succataful fllsa bacooe 
targets for cheap copies, usually of 
Italian orieln(llad Uax has been tha subje- 
ct for couotleaa ripe. You know how the 
blurb on the back of the ridao boxes 
alwaja atartjlha year la 1990-.etc ate) 
It's just that these Raabo clones are 
SO ir.dlatingulBhablaiJust how nany more 
videos ara going to appear on the shelf 
sporting aplasby illustrationa of bronied, 
nuscled guys ranmlng anoni:oua,autoDatlc 
weapons up your noaa’ftho missile launche- 
rs under tha barrels of these guns look 
big enough to fire Pershing Il'st )Strlke 
Commando, Jungle Wolf, Cobra Mission, Itog 
lags. ..the list goes on. Still, I suppose 


Halloween created many more dire flioka 
than RsBbo(but atlaast stalk 'n' slasbare 
can be cheaply sadeia ehosstrlng budget 
version of first Blood Part II looks 
doubly bad). 





coiii!Myi.»nio 


SMn«wh«fe, 

somehow, 

sdHTOone's 

9<^ngtopay. 
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YOUR 
limiNAIOR 
NEEDS 
YOU 



It’s aloaya 


isting t 


read 


s variety of revlewa for a 


:ir;ks=r.;;. .£i.d « , 

{ereirone eo^d to dlaliice Blue Velvet). iliij«ay,«hat I'm leodlns “P *<> I® facttlia , 
with lamio 1 of Imaginator.yet anothar opportunity to read genre 

now in exletonoe.Bttt there la a aoon.you needn t only read 

the rerlewB, you'll have an outlet for your own ravings too. You see, as from issue 2 , 
Imeginator will be running revlewe posted to It from rsodera.If you've seen a good, 
bad ar Indifferent movie and feel compelled to do a write-up, Band It in! Itdoaen t 
have to be of a nav clneino relaaso; video, television or film oluh screenings are 
Just as worthy of coiBBtent,aa long as the film la an loaginator-type of flick(hormr, 
selenea fiction, fantasy, exploitation in general). 

Tha only limitation applied to the revlow ia that of langth.Due.ofcourae.to apaoe 
in tha 'aina,tha critique cannot, unfortunately, bo any longer than 140 worda.The 
ahortar and more conciaa tha review the better. It'll be good to compare genre fen's 
llhas.iilslilCBe and quibbles. Don't be ooy ,lf something piased you off, say eo!Include 
tha nasias of the director and main actors, If you know thsiB(thaBe aren't included in 
the 140 word limlt)plUB your name and address so thst you can be credited with tha 




Imeginator will try to print as many as room 
Radioactive Reviewe, 

Brands Bouse, 

Elngahlll Road, 

Tour Aahas, 

Bigh Wycombe, 

Bucks. 

H?13 5BB, (sorry about ths long address). 

Oh,aod if you've something to get off your ohsst unoonneoted with the revies 


Hutatsd Hail, 
Brands Bouse, 
ato.atcd dor 


t that bloody 
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TERRORRKKSONTV 



Ha»« y»u anjojad watching any good horr. 
or aOTles on tha box thla jear’»»ll,you 
abould'To aean at laaat a couple to 
Intereet you, depending upon whether or 
not your taatea Include tha anen/Amltyrll- 
le aerlaa or the old Hanner filma. Anyway, 
I thought that a look back at aone of the 
flioka aired on telerlalon thla year ao 
far would be an Interesting dlTsrelon for 
you non*ttundanas out there who can't 
reelat staying up now and again to watch 
a moTle you'To probably seen three tlmea 
already. 

ITV atarted the year well, broadcasting 
the Omen trilogy on consecutive Saturday 
nighte(24th Jan.llet Jan k 7th Peb). It 
was fun seeing big stars like Gregory 
Peck.fllllaai Bolden and David Warner die 
in various grlely ways. Ofcourse, tha enter 
taininent value dwindled once the third 
Instalraant was reached, although it did 
Include a nifty demise at the beginning. 
Notice that I aaid 'did' Include a goad 


Boana was left totally untouched on it 'a 
first screening in 196b(even though, two 
daye before it, The Long Good Priday recle- 
vad a butchering far worse than anything 
admlnlaterad on screen by Bob Hoskins), It 
was a pity that this suicide sequence wee 
ceaiored aa it was tha best part of The 
final Conflict, Still, tha queetlonable 
delights of a baby being stesm>ironed(kid 
killing ia always a bit taboo to many 
people but I'n not age-iBt)and a monk 
swinging by hie leg into a sheet of melti- 
ng plaetle did remain to liven up tha 
preoedlnga, 

Channel 4 wae next to coos up with the 
goods by providing the British television 
premiere of A Company Of Wolves (3th Har- 
eh)as part of their Film On Pour season. 
Opinions concerning thla Nell Jordan film 
vary, but I find that many viewers disappo- 
inted by it had initially expected a 
standard horror movie rather than the 
symbolic adult fairy tale they ware 
presented with. Channel 4 followed this 

with another premiere, 
apocalyptic 
Varoh). Whilst 


not actuallj horror, tUl9 filna portrayal 
of a pOBBibla futuro(tald in a nannar 
raainlscsnt of Pronch coiole artist Cir’i 
almost aordlsss storlasjfsatursd a very 
homicidal character draesed almost like a 
rag bag eamurai.and a briefly gllmpaed 
subway creature, It must be said that this 
admittedly lo» budgeted movie aaa 
soaetlnae too email-scale ) the last battle 
Itself being beteaan only two paoplcl 
The ImltyTllla Horrorfynwn ^reared It’e 
ugly head(2£th April), to be followed the 
next weekend by Amityvllle II:Ths Possees- 
lon(2D() Kay), the much better, if Exorelat 
derived, sequel. Portunatalj (unfortunately 
for some, I fluppos9)thB third part of the 
haunted house series failed to materlall- 
ee.thu.a saving averyone tha ordaal of 
aharlag their Saturday night's viewing 
with s well-dwelling, rubber demon, fllea 
on wires and a fly Ing, stuff ad swordfish,, 
..What wt did gat, however, wan another 
no-hopsr:<7hlldren Of The ComOth Koy). 

Why anyone wanted to make thla particular 
Stephen Xing short story Into a movie Is 
a mystery In Itself as he hac produced 
many, many better stories than this tall 



Tha next month brought ue the documenta- 
ry Tha Studio That Dripped Blood(26th 
Juna}whlch celebrated Hammer studio's 
gory Buceaa3ee.Tbls,needlssa to say, 
heralded a BBC season of Hammer fllms{ao 
excuse to telsvisB the same horror flicks 
that they'd show on a Saturday night 
anyway). Amongst the run of the DllKFrani- 
ensteln Created Woman), ahoddy{Tha Devil 
Hides Out)aiid accepted favourltss(Curse 
or FranksnEteln)«ere some little gems. 

QuatarmasB And Ths Plt(18th Julyjprovld- 
ed the rocket aeientlat with an SP horror 
/nyitery to engross most people watching 


It. Even though some of tha offeots {the 
martlen BcsBes)were terribly ohaap, the 
destructive London finale was chillingly 
anvlalonad. 

Brides Of DraculaCStb Aug}oDntBlned 
some adequate eeensa,Buch as ths falling, 
unopened padlocks, end the neek-brandlng 
saquanca.Thsse compensated for the awful- 


ly unraallstlo bat aeen flapping about 
tha place, Oh, and I've always liked the 
novel death-by-wlndmlll-ahadow fate of 



tha main vampire at the end, (This movie 
was actually shovm on ITV and clashed 
with the BBC HaSDur offering Blood Prom 
The kurasiy's Tomb). The next day She was 
elred to ald(7)tha digestion of sundav 
dinner. Peter Cushing, seen In She and 
Brides, also appeared la The Bouse That 
Dripped Blood, an Amlous production, on 
ths frldey night, giving him a weekend 
hat-trick of screenings t ( At least In tbs 
London area. The Independant companies' 
film achedulas do vary. Csntral, for 
instance, showed Ths House That Dripped 
Blood several weeks earlier and alec bad 
their own SP aeasoc, which Included Tbs 
Dirk, that Thames didn't have). Also shown 
reoently were two other Hanmior films 
worth a mention, featuring tbsir fevourl- 
te pair of gboulSiDracula Has Risen Proa 
The CrevedSth Aug)Bnd Prenkenstaln Bust 
Be DSBtroysd(22nd Aug). 
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